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On the Proffress o/Feee Teade on the Contdsekt. 

By M. CoEE TAN BE Maeben, Chairman of the International Free 

Trade Association at Brussels. 

[Read before Section (F,) Economic Science and Statistics, of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science, at Leeds, 28th September, 1858.] 

Last year, the " Association Internationale pour les Seformes 
Bouanieres" sent a deputation to the " Gongres de la Bienfaisance," 
at Praukfort, to the Dublin Meeting of the British Association, and 
to the " Gongres de Statisfique," at Vienna. "We also sent a ■well 
appointed Committee to the Exhibition of Swiss Industry at Berne, 
■with a mission to report upon the state of the industrial prosperity 
enjoyed by a country ■where no protective duties exist ; the fiscal 
duty upon the importation of manufactured goods in Switzerland 
being 2 or 3 per cent. 

The attention of our Committee was particularly directed to the 
state of the cotton manufactories in Switzerland ; our object in this, 
being to demonstrate before the Cotton Manufacturers of Ghent, 
who are our greatest opponents, that the enormous protection of 
which they claimed the maintenance with such angry feelings towards 
us, was the direct cause of the poor figure they cut at the Inter- 
national Exhibitions of London and Paris. 

Two members of our Committee, M. Victor Deheselle and 
M. Eugene Snoeck, both Cloth Manufacturers in our Woollen Dis- 
trict of Verviers, were specially charged with this important part 
of the mission. A most complete and able report of the whole was 
drawn up by the well-known economist and editor of the " Econo^ 
miste Beige," M. Grustave De Molinari. I regret that time will not 
allow me to-day to give you a translation of some extracts from our 
Eeport. I shall, however, just mention the heads of the conclusion, 
as regards the comparison of the cotton industry in Switzerland and 
in Belgium. Belgium has a population of four and a half millions, 
Switzerland of two and a half millions. 

The following Table shows the duties on Cotton in both cotin- 
tries : — 

Swiss Tariff. 

s. d. 

Cotton, Raw - 6 per 2 cwt. (100 kilog.) 

Do. Thread and Twist .... 3 2 „ 

Do. Sewing Thread 5 6 „ 

Do. Cloth, Printed 12 10 „ 
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Belgian Tariff, 

£ s. d. 

Cotton, Raw Free. 

Do. Yam 4 1 6 per 2 cwt. 

Do. Twist and Dyed 5 19 „ 

Do. Cloths 8 13 - „ 

Do. do. Printed 15 1 - „ 

If we calculate the value of the above goods, and compare it with 
the weight, we find that the duties in Belgium will run, ad valorem, 
from 50 to 150 per cent ; whereas those of Switzerland do not exceed 
an average of 2 or 3 per cent. 

Such is the state of Customs legislation in Belgium and Switzer- 
land. The following are the respective results in both countries : — 
In Belgium, the cotton spinning occupies about 500,000 spindles ; 
in Switzerland, the amount is 1,200,000. Belgium imports raw 
cotton of inferior quality eleven millions kilogrammes ; Switzerland 
thirteen millions. Belgium exported, in 1856, 262,000 kilogrammes 
thread, and for a value of 16,871,000 francs cotton cloth ; during the 
same year, Switzerland exported 820,000 kilogrammes of thread, and 
8^250,000 kilogrammes of woven stufis ; the latter is valued, by 
M. Kindt, the delegate of the Belgian Government at the Swiss 
Exhibition, at eighty million francs. 

Those figures require no comment ; they speak for themselves, 
and notwithstanding their eloquence, the Ghent Manufacturers are 
using every effort to maintain the present enormous protective duties 
which are the evident cause of the inferiority they displayed at the 
Public Exhibitions. 

However, in Belgium, as in almost every country, the Govern- 
ment is better placed than individuals to judge of economical results, 
and is looking forward anxiously to the reform of our tariff. A good 
step has been made in that direction, and a new law is now proposed to 
reduce the duties on cotton to the figures which we recommend, 
that is, 12 or 15 per cent. This measure, however, will meet with 
much opposition ; the seven members for Ghent will vote against 
a»y change of the present duties on manufactured cottons. 

The Belgian tariff has, in several instances, been modified in a 
Jiberal point of view. These changes are all comprised in our newly 
printed tariff (January last). 

The French Government also seems anxious to give a liberal 
turn to the tariff; but, notwithstanding their strength, the present 
rulers of Prance were obliged to withdraw their liberal intentions, in 
presence of the powerful industrial coalition of the Northern Depart- 
ments, and the deplorable ignorance of the principles of political 
economy throughout the whole population. And what is still more 
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discouraging, this state of things is likely to continue so, as long as 
the liberty of speaking and writing remains enslaved as it is »t 
present in iVance. 

Taking advantage of the prejudices they have so successfully 
established, the Manufacturers will maintain them by every means in 
their" power. One of these consists in exciting the passions of the 
people by feelings of rivalry against England (and this is not a diffi- 
cult matter to succeed in at present in France). The portion of the 
French Manufacturers who at present profess the greatest share of 
industrial monopoly, have formed amongst themselves a powerful 
association, the object of which is to re-establish the continental 
blockade against England, which was the great object of the first 
Emperor. That system, so energetically supported by their press, 
was defended against us by one of their lawyers, M. Walduck, at 
our last meeting of Ghent. They hope, as they say, to get every 
country in Central Europe to join them in reducing all tariffs to the 
perpetual exclusion of England. They will buy nothing from Eng- 
land ; but they do not say whether they would condescend to sell to 
her. However absurd all this may be, this Association is at present 
making great efforts to buy some of our Belgian papers to their 
cause. I have just now been informed that they have purchased 
three of them, viz., the " T61egraphe," the " Observateur Beige," 
and the " Journal de la Belgique." Tou will have seen by the public 
papers how Prince Napoleon was obliged to withdraw his proposition 
to reduce the duties in Algiers, before the clamours of this party. 

Our Belgian movement is progressing satisfactorily. All our 
attention is directed to the enlightening of the public mind, because 
we are convinced that no reform can stand, however useful it may 
be, while public opinion is not made favourable to it. Our agitation 
has another object ; it teaches the people how to use the great instru- 
ments of popular opinion — the press and public meetings — ^in the 
practice and the working out of the constitutional liberties with 
which our country is blessed. By thus directing our efforts towards 
public opinion, we have obtained great results. We have gained to 
our cause all the Chambers of Commerce, but two or three ; we have 
caused great reductions, and in many cases complete suppression of 
duties upon various raw materials, such as coal, iron, dye stuffs, &c. ; 
we have promoted a petition to the House, from 10,000 agricul- 
turers, asking the complete suppression of duties upon iron, and 
out of 108 representatives, 25 voted for that suppression. So we may 
say we are progressing ; and, owing to the freedom we enjoy, we 
confidently hope for full success. 



